Book Bag
    Each night, students will bring home a Book Bag.  The bag will come home every night and will be returned to school every morning.  However, if they choose, books can be kept for more than one night.  They may not finish it in one night, or, they may want to read it again! During Reading Workshop in our classroom, students read books from their book boxes.  At the end of Reading Workshop each day, students will choose one or two books (beginning with one) to take home to fulfill the 20 minute reading goal that I ask of them each night.  Books finished at home will be added to the students’ reading Logs, also in their book bag.
    Researchers have found that time spent reading is the main indicator of reading success as student[image: image1.png]


s progress through elementary school.  Obviously, students who spend more time independently engaged in text are exposed to more words, more facts, and more background knowledge than their peers who only read when asked to do so with their teacher while they are in school.  For this reason, I have set a goal for all students to read for at least 20 minutes each night during the school week.  The 20 minute time I have allotted for reading each night is not only for reading.  This 20 minutes also includes discussing the book with an adult (or older sibling) to expand comprehension. I have also included two letters in your child’s book bag with ideas on home to extend comprehension.  Predicting, making connections, retelling the story, etc.  helps to increase comprehension and therefore extend their love of reading.

As well, as discussed, the books in their book bag are interest books, not leveled books.  If the book is difficult for your child to read on their own, please read it with them or to them. Ask your child to use the strategies we are learning in class, they can read with you by reading some words, reading the pictures, or retelling the story.  Whether they read or you read, please always be sure to discuss the book before and after!

Your child’s shared reading duo tang, with various poems, songs, etc. that we are reading together in class will also be included in your child’s book bag.  The readings in this duo tang have been practiced on a daily basis and include high frequency words, blends, and word families that we are learning in class.  They are fun songs and poems that the students enjoy reading… have them read these to you also!
    A total of 20 minutes for five days each week will be the goal.  If students cannot meet the 20 minute goal on a given day, the time can be “made-up” on another day or during the weekend.  I do understand that many students are involved in other activities that make some nights of the week very busy!
Thank you!
