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Dear Parents and/or Guardians,

Happy October!!  We are now one month in and I feel confident that we are back in the school routine.  I look forward to the rest of a FANTASTIC term!

Here’s what is Happening in Our Classroom…

LANGUAGE ARTS
Reading:  In reading this month we are starting to learn about the Reading Strategy, Making Connections.  Readers make connections in three ways: text to text, text to self, and text to world.  Students will be learning about how making these connections help us to become better readers!  Also, as stated in my introduction letter, the book bag program will be starting this month.  Look for it, with instructions, in the second or third week of October.  Children are expected to be reading for 20 minutes each night. Reading to and with your child, as well as listening to them is very important in creating lifelong readers.

Guided Reading begins this month!

Writing:  In writing, we are beginning to learn about simple, but complete sentences. i.e. what makes a sentence and the characteristics of a sentence?  We are also learning how to use our word wall and personal dictionary to help us to know and use of “must know” sight words accurately.  We are also continuing to learn more about our alphabet, with letter sounds and beginning with some blends.

SOCIAL STUDIES/

SCIENCE
We have begun, and are continuing to learn about Earth and Space Systems – Daily and Seasonal Changes in Science.  The fundamental concepts in this unit of Science are, 
understanding that changes occur in daily and seasonal cycles and that these cycles affect living things.  To help your child at home, take notice of and discuss the various changes that are happening right now.  Autumn is a great time to notice the changes that are occurring and how animals, plants, and humans are affected by this change in season.
In Social Studies, we are continuing to learn about Relationships, Rules and Responsibilities.  Students not only learn about rules they need to follow at home and school, but also about the different responsibilities people have in their lives, as well as their own responsibilities to themselves, their friends, and their family.
MATHEMATICS
The beginning of October wraps our first unit of Math – Data Management. We are quickly going to move into sorting and patterning.  Encourage your child to create and notice patterns in their everyday environment – in decorations, music, art work, etc.  Patterns are everywhere!  

OTHER BUSINESS
Agendas: Please continue to read and sign your child’s agenda on a nightly basis.  Also, please also always check the back pocket for any important information that may be located back there.  We will not always write it for our homework!
Entry: I would like to continue to remind all parents to bid farewell to their children outside of the school and not escort them to the classroom at the beginning or afternoon.  As teachers we are always on guard to protect the safety of all students.  It is important that everyone observe the school policy of registering at the office upon entering the school.  Your very thoughtful observance of these policies is greatly appreciated.  
Thank you again for your continued support!

Ms. Myers

